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AGM Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 10th of September 2019 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret King  (MK) : St. Ives TC 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Chairman 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Community Roadwatch 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Susan Martin  (SM) : Holywell & Needingworth PC 

  Ros Carey-Townsend (RC) : Kings Ripton PC 

  Wendy Oldfield  (WO) : Earith Speedwatch 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Noel Baker, Eda McPherson, Andy Bush, Peter Smith and Jeff Nicholls. 
 
2. Election of Chair & Vice-Chair. 
 
As the meeting was quorate OM asked for nominations for the position of Chair and Vice-Chair for the 
coming year.  
 
JC proposed Mrs Margaret Lumb for Chair and MK seconded. There were no other nominations. 
OM put the proposal to a vote and all voting members present were in favour with no abstentions. 

 
ML assumed the role of Chairman and asked for proposals for Vice Chair: MK proposed Mr Colin 
Saunderson and SM seconded.  
 
MK put the proposal to a vote and all voting members present were in favour with no abstentions. 
 
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2019 
 

Amendments: 



OM said that DM had requested some minor text changes to his reports in the minutes which corrected 
some errors. These changes were shown on the screen and were accepted. 
 
CS said that the location of the planned Toucan crossing near Compass Point was known, contrary to what 
was reported in the minutes for Item 49 of the Watching items. It is shown on the application plans for the 
Lidl store and is just west of Eric’s Fish & Chip shop. (OM to check this). 
 
MK proposed to approve the minutes. CS seconded. All in favour. 

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

St. Ivo School: 
 
ML said that she was still trying to arrange a meeting at the school with interested parties but it was proving 
difficult. 
[Post meeting note: A very productive meeting took place on October 1st. Report and actions at the RSC 
meeting on November 12th] 
 
Meeting with Alice Draper: 
ML had met with Sergeant Alice Draper and had a long discussion about road safety issues.  
 
RSC attendance: 
It is unlikely she will come to RSC meetings or send a PCSO as she said any queries or problems should 
be sent to her by email.  She is very busy although she will have a constable from October. She 
commented as follows on specific issues 
 
Parking Problems: 
PCSO Phil Davis regularly goes to look at school parking & general parking. 
 
Pidley Priority Issue: 
Pidley priority problem is a matter for Highways to supply better signage. 
 
Speeding: 
Speeding is a problem across the district. She said speeding issues should be directed to Speedwatch as 
the police initiative to tackle this. 
 
Ivo School: 
She is very keen to be involved with the Ivo school project as she has a stepdaughter at St. Peter's school 
and understands teenagers. She thinks it will be PCSO Phil Davis who will attend the meeting. She 
suggested if we could persuade the school to use 6th formers as observers at start and end times, with 
PCSO support at first to guide them, and supply hi-viz jackets and notebooks to note offenders among 
pupils. To suggest pupils concentrate on the road and not their mobiles or wear earplugs near crossing 
points until safe to do so. 
 
JC said that parents and the school would have to agree to any proposals.  
 
Financial Statement: 
JC asked what had happened to the financial statement that was requested several meetings ago. 
CS said that he had a bank statement and that there was about £200 in the account. He would ask St. Ives 
TC for a donation. 

 
 

4. Correspondence 
 
None 

 



 
 

5. National Accident Statistics 2018 
 

The National Road Casualty Statistics for 2018 were published at the end of July 2019.  The number of 
fatalities in 2018 was 1782 and this figure has remained broadly stable since 2010. The number of 
seriously injured showed an increase but the there is some uncertainty about trends because most police 
forces have adopted a new recording system which uses different serious injury criteria from the old one. 
 
Overall it is very disappointing that there have been no sustainable reductions in casualty rates over the 
past 9 years at a time when Vision Zero is held up as the county’s objective. Road safety has clearly 
suffered from a lack of attention and resources during this period. 
 

Percentage change from:  
    2018   2017    2010 

 
Killed       1,782   ↓ 1%    ↓ 30% 
Seriously injured (unadjusted) 125,484   ↑ 3%    ↓ 2% 
Seriously injured (adjusted) 227,811   ↑ 2%    ↓ 15% 
KSI (unadjusted)     27,266   ↑ 2%    ↓ 5% 
KSI (adjusted)     29,593   ↑ 2%    ↓ 16% 
Slightly injured (unadjusted) 133,112   ↓ 8%    ↓ 34% 
Slightly injured (adjusted)      130,785   ↓ 8%    ↓ 33% 
All casualties   160,378   ↓ 6%    ↓ 31% 
 

 
6. Cromwell Terrace 

 
OM said he had looked into the reasons why this item had disappeared from the agenda. The Cromwell 

Terrace issue was first mentioned by JC at the RSC meeting on March 14th 2017. It was mentioned in all 

subsequent meetings until July 2018. The Committee believed that St. Ives Town Council had taken this up 

and would be pursuing an LHI bid in 2019. No further comments appeared in the minutes after July 2018. 

In retrospect the item should have remained on the Watching List. This will now be added.  

 

ML reported that an LHI bid should be submitted for June next year. The surgeries are merging so there 

will be increasing numbers needing safe access many of whom are old and not very mobile. The surgery 

itself is very keen that something should be done.  

 

MK said that they had obtained all the information on submitting a bid from the CCC website. A small team 

would be best and CS had already done lots of work on this problem. The experience of DM and 

Roadwatch would also prove invaluable. CS added that they would need traffic statistics on three adjacent 

roads. This would be traffic flows and speed data. DM said the police have 10 data loggers which would 

capture this information. 

ML said she would ask Alice Draper for use of a logger. The RSC must put in the work to acquire the 

evidence and the Town Council will put the bid forward. 

SM added that the surgery extension will result in far more traffic and there may be parking problems. 

JC asked if the Town Council had objected to the recent changes at the Darwoods Pond car park. 

 

7. Wheatsheaf Crossroads Update 
 
There have been three serious accidents at this site in the past few months. At the end of May there was a 
head on collision between two cars  which resulted in a road closure. On August 22nd there was another 



two car collision which resulted in both drivers requiring medical treatment. On September 13th a car drove 
straight across the junction and collided with a vehicle travelling along the B1040. One driver was seriously 
injured. It is quite clear that without some form of intervention there will be further crashes and casualties. 
 
A further complication is the prospect of more HGVs using the road in the near future. Mick George has 
received permission from HDC to begin using his 'haul road' which could see an extra 120  heavy vehicle 
movements per day travelling along the B1040 to and from St. Ives. He has promised to use the haul road 
instead of George Corner in Earith if the application to extend the operating permission at Colne Fen is 
agreed. 
 
A traffic census near the junction commissioned by the RSC and carried out by Community Roadwatch in 
February 2019 recorded  2140 HGV movements over a seven day period. If the haul road does become 
active then an extra 660 HGVs could be added to the weekly total, which represents an increase in HGVs 
of over 30%. In terms of the overall number of vehicles using this road every day the increase is relatively 
small but the added danger is commensurately large due to the size of these vehicles and the amount of  
damage they can do in a collision.  
 
As far as we are aware the camera digitalisation programme by the county council is proceeding although it 
is hard to get any information on progress. In the absence of large amounts of money for radical solutions 
to the problem we think that an active safety camera combined with a speed limit reduction to 50mph and 
better or additional signage would reduce the risks if not eliminate them.  

 
CS thought that the Envar entrance could also be a problem with the frequent movements of heavy 
vehicles in and out of the depot. 
JC had always thought that there should be clear STOP signs at the junction.  
 
Action: The meeting agreed to write a letter of objection to the application for the Colne Fen extension on 
the basis that HGVs should not use the haul road until the road safety aspects have been properly 
addressed.  

 
      Action:  OM to send an update on the Wheatsheaf Junction to the Parish Councils. 
 

JC wondered if there was the possibility of a joint LHI bid with all the parishes involved but ML did not think 
that such joint bids were permitted. 

 
8. Watching Items 

 
Item 14: Corn Exchange and Station Road 
 
CS:  These are two separate issues and should be treated separately. He said that he sometimes 
challenges people about their parking outside the Corn Exchange. 
MK:  The Town Team tried to tackle the problem and Alice Draper was aware. It is on her list of things to do. 
ML:  Andy Street used to ticket people who were parking illegally. 
JC: Someone is putting a cone outside the Corn Exchange on certain days which solves the problem to 
some extent. 
 
CS: Had a go at the Highways officer about the bus problem. There is an offset bus stop at Godmanchester 
which demonstrates how the problem could be solved.  
 
Item 50: Vegetation Cutting 

No Parish Councils seem to have signed up to the CCC scheme to do their own vegetation cutting. In Kings 
Ripton contractors did a very poor job and left a mess. SM said that they had received a request from the 
council to take over vegetation cutting but had rejected it. This will be discussed again at the next PC 
meeting. 
 



Item 51: Needingworth – Meadow Lane Junction 
 
CS: There has been another accident at this spot. A car exiting the car park was hit by another car turning 
from the Needingworth Road junction. 
 

9. Reports from members 
 

 
OM, Earith:  
 
Willingham Road: 
This is now in a terrible state and 40mph is simply too fast for safety. A further speed limit reduction is 
needed. The Haddenham road is also very bad in several places. Willingham PC have also asked for 
action to be taken due to the danger. 
 
Action: OM to email Steve Criswell on this subject. 

 
      Chapel Road, Earith: 

This is now a regular rat run in the morning to avoid queues on the High Street. People are taking the 
corner very quickly but because residents are parking on the right of Chapel Road the traffic is forced to the 
left on to the foot/cycle path. There is no pavement.  There have been several near misses with 
pedestrians. A 20 mph limit should apply here.  

CS, Fenstanton: 

A joint LHI bid is being submitted for London Road with help from DM and Community RoadWatch.  
Fenstanton and Hemingford Grey PCs are co-operating on this. They will use data loggers to get data on 
traffic volumes and speeds and will also use wind speed indicators to measure air turbulence caused by 
large vehicles. 

Karen Lunn has been invited to a site inspection. They did a count of school children crossing the road and 
there were over 40.  

DM, Community Road Watch:   
 
Sawtry Way Project:  LHI application has been submitted. 
 
Warboys Fenton Road Project: A Pidley-style narrowing will be installed in Fenton Road to curb speeding. 
CRW contributed £1500 to this project for extra signage to warn drivers that pedestrians may be crossing. 
However, Highways rejected this offer saying the signage was not needed.  
 
Warboys Ramsey Road Project: Based on data provided by CRW loggers  Warboys PC are putting 
measures in place in Ramsey Road to moderate speeds near the bus stops. 
 
Kings Ripton LHI: The PC has put in an LHI bid to buy a simple SID and CRW have donated £500 towards 
the PC’s contribution. Also contributing £100 for a ‘Pedestrians Crossing’ sign. 
 
TruCam:  CRW has written to the Assistant Chief Constable for an update on the promise to refer the case 
for the use of Trucams to the Cambridge and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership. 
 
Helping Parishes:  CRW is assisting PCs with managing their SIDS. This includes moving them, changing 
batteries and downloading and publishing data. Hopefully newly trained SID support teams will be able to 
take over these tasks very soon. 
 
The speeding data gathered by CRW up to the end of August 2019 is appended to these minutes. 



 
WO, Earith Speedwatch  
 
Earith Speedwatch was conducting regular sessions and had issued 483 letters to people caught driving 
over the limit. Some repeat offenders had been visited by the police. They had caught one driver doing 
50mph on the High Street even though there were clear signs warning people of traffic lights ahead.  

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration  - None 
 

 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 
  

Tuesday  November  12th 2019 
Tuesday  January  14th 2020 
Tuesday  March  10th 2020 
 

 



 

 


